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Dmitri Shostakovich 1906 – 1975

Shostakovich was a brilliant music student and was introduced to a wide range of music from serious to jazz. The programme today explores some of his lighter pieces, which show a totally different side to that which produced his symphonies and quartets.

In 1928 he was challenged for a bet to arrange Tea for Two in one hour. He set to immediately and in 40 minutes had produced the piece now known as Tahiti Trot. This became famous overnight in Russia and was played everywhere in cafés and dance halls. In the 1930s he wrote his jazz suites although we would not associate them with jazz as we know it. His Jazz Suite No 2 is from 1938. 

Throughout his career Shostakovich wrote music for films although few of them have ever been seen outside Russia. In 1951 he scored the music for The Unforgettable Year 1919 from which comes The Assault on Beautiful Gorki.  The film The Gadfly dates from 1955 and the Romance is probably the best known today. 

Cheryomushki is not well known in the West although this recording is in English and by an English opera company. It is placed in 1958 and tells the story of three couples leaving Moscow to live in the new high rise Soviet dream town of Cheryomushki. There are all sorts of wrong doings by the local party boss and the manager of the new flats, which the ‘good people’ eventually manage to put right.

Finally his two piano concertos date from widely different periods of his career. No 1, which is for piano, trumpet and string orchestra, dates from 1933. No 2 is a much later work from 1957. The latter was first performed with Shostakovich’s son Maxim as the soloist. Another famous performance had Maxim conducting and Shostakovich’s grandson Dmitri as the soloist.
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Piano Concerto No 1


English Chamber Orchestra

Dmitri Alexeev (Piano)

Philip Jones (Trumpet)

Jerzy Maksymiuk 



Excerpts from The Gadfly


USSR Cinema Symphony Orchestra 

Emin Khachaturian



The Assault on Beautiful Gorki


English Chamber Orchestra

Dmitri Alexeev (Piano)

Jerzy Maksymiuk 



Tahiti Trot


Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra

Ronald Brautigan (Piano)

Riccardo Chailly

Interval



Excerpts from the Jazz Suite No 2


Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra

Riccardo Chailly



Excerpts from Cheryomushki


Cast and orchestra of Pimilico Opera

Wasfi Kani



Piano Concerto No 2


English Chamber Orchestra

Dmitri Alexeev (Piano)

Jerzy Maksymiuk 



